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PREFACE 
 
 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 requires that the social, economic, and 
natural environmental impacts of any proposed action of the federal government be analyzed for 
decision-making and public information purposes.  There are three classes of action.  Class I 
Actions, which are those that may significantly affect the environment, require the preparation of 
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  Class II Actions (Categorical Exclusions) are those 
that do not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the environment, and do not 
require the preparation of an EIS or an Environmental Assessment (EA).  Class III Actions are 
those for which the significance of impacts is not clearly established.  Class III Actions require 
the preparation of an EA to determine the significance of impacts and the appropriate 
environmental document to be prepared – either an EIS or a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI). 
 
In June 1981, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approved the 1981 Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) prepared by the Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) for the relocation of 18.4 miles of the existing US-31 highway between 
Matthew Road near Niles, Michigan and I-94 near Benton Harbor, Michigan.  This condensed 
Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS) is an update to the 1981 FEIS for 
the last northernmost segment of approximately four miles of approved US-31 freeway 
alignment between Napier Avenue and I-94 in Benton Charter Township, Berrien County, 
Michigan.  Four adjoining segments of the new US-31 freeway south of Napier Avenue have 
been constructed to date.   
 
This Condensed FSEIS presents the Recommended Alternative for the completion of the US-31 
freeway north of Napier Avenue to I-94 which was identified as the Preferred Alternative in the 
September 2002 Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS).  This document 
also addresses comments received during the October 30, 2002 public hearing process and 
incorporates mitigation measures and refinements to the Recommended Alternative to further 
minimize impacts.  Following the comment period on this FSEIS, a Record of Decision will allow 
the project to proceed to design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction.   
 
This document was prepared by the Project Planning Division of the Michigan Department of 
Transportation, in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration and other members of 
the study team.  The study team includes representatives from the following divisions within 
MDOT:  Design, Project Planning, Real Estate, Construction and Technology, and Traffic and 
Safety.  Information contained in this FSEIS was also furnished by other federal and state 
agencies, local units of government, public interest groups, and individual citizens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


